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Traffic Accidents:   

Number 1 Killer of Teens 
 

Thinking back, it is not too difficult to remember the 

excitement and liberation that came with obtaining a 

driver’s license.  As exciting as this new freedom may be 

for a teen, studies have shown that the first six months 

after getting a license is the most dangerous period of time 

for any driver.  Sadly, automobile accidents are more 

common among young drivers, than any other age group.  

 Every year over 5,000 teens between the ages of 16 

and 20 are fatally injured in a car accident.  

 About 400,000 drivers in this same age group will 

be seriously injured.  

 The risk of being involved in a car accident is 

higher for drivers 16 to 19 years old than it is for 

any other age group as teen drivers between the 

ages of 16 and 19 are about four times more likely 

than older more experienced drivers, to crash. 

According to a study conducted by the American 

Automobile Association (AAA) approximately 31,000 

fatalities over the past 10 years resulted from accidents that 

involved teen drivers between 15 and 17 years of age.  For 

comparison purposes, that number is a little more than half 

of the total number of U.S. soldiers who lost their lives 

during the entire Vietnam War. 
 

One third of those [31,000] killed were the teenage drivers 

themselves, another third were passengers riding with them 

and the last third were occupants of other cars or 

pedestrians.     

 
(Continued on page 2) 

 

 

 
 

 

As part of command-level reorganization within 

the police department, I am being assigned to the 

Investigative Services Bureau in the beginning 

of December.  While I look forward to the 

challenges ahead, I am saddened to leave District 

1.  Over the past three years, we have worked 

diligently to develop safer neighborhoods 

through community partnerships and 

participation.  I am especially grateful for the 

support we receive from the community and for 

your willingness to work together towards 

achieving our goals.  

 

Jeff Walther will be taking over command of 

District 1.  Jeff was recently promoted from the 

rank of lieutenant to the rank of commander.  

Commander Walther has been with the police 

department for 15 years, and is well versed in the 

principles of community based policing.  You 

can reach Commander Walther by telephone at 

the number I have listed below.  His e-mail 

address is jwal@scottsdaleaz.gov  I will be 

assisting Commander Walther as he transitions 

to his role as the District Commander and we 

ensure you a smooth transition.  Thank you for 

all your assistance and support and we both look 

forward to working with you in the future. 
 

Commander Scott Popp  

(480) 312-2571 

spopp@scottsdaleaz.gov 

FFrroomm  TThhee  DDeesskk  OOff  

CCoommmmaannddeerr  SSccootttt  PPoopppp 

mailto:jwal@scottsdaleaz.gov
mailto:spopp@scottsdaleaz.gov
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PPuubblliicc  SSaaffeettyy  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCoonnttaacctt  NNuummbbeerrss  aanndd  

EE--mmaaiill  LLiinnkkss 
 Scottsdale Police Non-Emergency 480-312-5000  

 Scottsdale Fire Department  480-312-8000   

 SPD Drug Enforcement Hotline - Suspected illegal 

activity, 480-312-TIPS (Hot lines are not monitored) 

 SPD Traffic Enforcement Hotline - chronic traffic 

problems, 480-312-CARS 

 Code Enforcement 480-312-2546 

 Child Safety Seat Installation 480-312-BABY 

 CPR/First Aid Classes 480-312-1817 

Upcoming Events 
Drug Collection for Destruction – December 2

nd
 ,2009 

8-10 a.m. – Via Linda Senior Center 

11-1:00 p.m. – Granite Reef  Senior Center 

Bring expired and/or unwanted over the counter and 

prescription drugs in their original containers to either 

location at the listed times, and we will destroy them in 

an environmentally safe manner. 
 

Packages From Home:  11/11/09 – 11/25/09 

Bring items to be shipped to soldiers for Christmas to any 

of the Police Districts.  For a complete listing of 

acceptable items visit:  www.packagesfromhome.org 
 

Please NOTE:  All city offices will be closed for Thanksgiving on 

Thursday and Friday. 

 

 

 

 

(Teen driving continued)  

Failure to wear a seat belt contributes to more fatalities 

than any other safety-related behavior, and studies 

suggest that males ages 16 to 25  are the age group least 

likely to buckle up.  Help them make using a seatbelt a 

habit during supervised practice time.   
 

Speeding greatly increases every driver’s chance of being 

involved in an accident as driver reaction time is 

considerably reduced.  In addition, the law of physics 

dictates that the higher the speed at the time of impact, 

the more severe the damage and the more severe the 

resulting injury. 
 

Distractions such as cell phones and radios can create 

risky driving conditions, especially for new drivers.  

Know who your teen is riding with when you are not 

providing their transportation.  Be sure to practice what 

you preach, and be the driving role model the teen driver 

in your life deserves – it may save a life. 
 

For more information on crime prevention or additional 

opportunities to get involved in YOUR community 

contact Crime Prevention Officer Jennifer Wattier at 480-

312-0275, email jwattier@scottsdaleaz.gov, or District 1 

Police Aide Sherry Cross at 480-312-2537, email: 

scross@scottsdaleaz.gov. 

 

 

(Continued on from page 1) 

AAA reports that teen drivers are the most dangerous 

group of motorists on the road - not only to themselves 

but to others as well. 
 

The most deadly combination when it comes to teens 

behind the wheel is the addition of teenage friends in 

the vehicle.  According to AAA, the risk of a fatal 

accident involving a teen driver more than doubles 

when there is a teenage passenger in the car and 

quintuples with the presence of two or more teen 

passengers. 
 

Here are some quick tips to keep our young drivers 

safe. 

 Set the example: Practice what you preach.  

Don’t eat, text or talk on the cell phone while 

you are driving and always wear your seatbelt.  

Never speed or tailgate, and don’t drive while 

tired or angry.  Your teens have been watching 

you drive for their entire life.  If you have had 

bad habits in the past, use them as teaching 

points and start using good ones. 

 Practice:  Allow as much supervised driving 

as possible. 

 NO passengers for at least 6 months:  Until 

you are certain that your teen can handle 

passengers and other distractions safely, 

provide adult supervision when passengers are 

present and your teen is driving. 

 Daytime driving for at least 6 months:  

Studies have shown that the risk of a teen 

being in an accident increases at night. 

 Wait on buying teens their own car:  Share 

the family car for the first year or so, so you 

can control access to it.  This way you can 

determine the conditions of use. 

 Teach how to “Scan” for hazards:  During 

practice with your teen driver, remind them to 

look at traffic - not only several cars ahead - 

but side to side as well.  Have them look for 

brake lights, traffic signals, debris in the 

roadway, pedestrians and emergency vehicles.   

 Education about Speed vs. Stopping 

Distance: Quite simply, the faster you are 

going the longer it is going to take for your 

vehicle to come to a stop.  Teach them to leave 

the appropriate amount of space between their 

vehicle and a vehicle stopped in front of them 

to avoid a second collision in the event they are 

struck from behind. 
 

In conclusion, wearing a seat belt is still the most 

effective thing we can all do to save lives and reduce 

injuries should one be involved in an accident.    
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